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Exporters urged to study FTAs

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

Exporters should study the
free trade agreement (FTA)
draft documents that the
government is working on
so that they can leverage
the opportunities that will
come from the agree-
ments, said Vipul Bansal,
joint secretary, Depart-
ment of Commerce, in
Coimbatore on Monday.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral of a three-day Interna-
tional Engineering Sourc-
ing Show, organised by the
EEPC India, he said that in
the last one year, the Union
government signed two
free trade agreements and
is working on four more. It
shares the drafts of the
agreements with the ex-
port promotion councils.
All the exporters should go
through these documents
to know the details and lev-
erage on the opportunities
that will emerge from
these agreements.

Events such as the Engi-
neering Sourcing Show
should scale up to become
global platforms, where a
participant from any coun-

Vipul Bansal (second right), joint secretary, Department of

Commerce, presenting the EEPC India Quality Awards at the
International Engineering Sourcing Show organised in Coimbatore

on Monday. S. SIVA SARAVANAN

try can showcase pro-
ducts, he said.

According to Archana
Patnaik, secretary of the
Department of MSMEs, Go-
vernment of Tamil Nadu,
the State has 35 % share in
the production of automo-
bile and auto components
in the country. This shows
the vibrancy of the entre-
preneurship in the State in
this sector. The State go-
vernment has constituted a
task force to promote the
electric vehicle sector and
supports  organisations
such as the Coimbatore
District Small Industries
Association ~ (CODISSIA)
with its export promotion
fund. It has also supported

70 MSME:s set up stalls at
the Engineering Sourcing
Show through Fame TN,
she said.

Arun Kumar Garodia,
chairman of EEPC India,
said the sourcing show has
300 exhibitors showcasing
products in five major cate-
gories, 150 new products,
and 400 buyers from diffe-
rent countries. The theme
of the event was smart sus-
tainable engineering.

The EEPC India Quality
Awards were distributed
and EEPC India Green
Awards were launched. A
publication on sustainable
future and smart engineer-
ing was released at the
event.
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German delegation
visits Coimbatore
to strengthen ties

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

A 32-member business de-
legation from Saxony in
Germany is in Coimbatore
to strengthen ties with in-
dustries here.

The delegation headed
by Martin Dulig, Saxon
State Minister for Econom-
ic Affairs, Labour, and
Transport, Germany, will
take part in the delibera-
tions organised as part of
the International Engineer-
ing Sourcing Show on
Tuesday. It attended the
German Indian Round Ta-
ble, Coimbatore, and Saxo-
ny chapters on Monday.

Michaela Kuchler, Con-
sul General of Germany in
Chennai, said at the Round
Table meeting that bilater-
al trade between Germany
and India was 30 billion
Euros and Indian exports
were increasing. Com-
pared to the presence of
German companies in Chi-
na, there is scope for more
presence in India. The year

2024 looks promising for
Indo-German relations
with  several  events
planned by the two coun-
tries, she said.

District Collector Kran-
thi Kumar Pati said the pe-
ople-to-people  connect
between Germany and
Coimbatore nurtures fu-
ture bonds between Coim-
batore and Saxony. Tamil
Nadu has dedicated bodies
to handhold industries
that want to invest in the
State, and Coimbatore off-
ers single window clea-
rances for investments. It
also has a huge pool of
skilled workforce because
of the presence of a large
number of colleges, he
said.

According to Oliver
Kohn, Managing Director
of VDMA, business co-op-
eration between Germany
and India has streng-
thened especially during
the last three years. The
potential for better busi-
ness ties between Saxony
and India is high, he said.

Date :05.03.24
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" ‘Ukraine war dulled
exports of goods’

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

The war in Ukraine had
contributed to dampening
merchandise export
growth in FY24, which had
not been as robust as in the
past three years, Vipul
Bansal, joint secretary, De-
partment of Commerce,
said on Monday.

Speaking at the Interna-
tional Engineering Sourc-
ing Show, organised by En-
gineering Export
Promotion Council of India
(EEPC India), he said ex-
ports had been impacted
by several external factors.
Exports from sectors like
gems and jewellery had
been impacted by the Uk-
raine war, while engineer-
ing exports, constituting al-
most 26%, had maintained

its composition this year.

A $1 trillion merchan-
dise export target by 2030
requires a 12% growth rate,
but challenges like the war
persist, Mr. Bansal said. He
urged EEPC to add more
people in the export value
chain to achieve growth.

Mr. Bansal said the PLI
scheme must not only aid
in import substitution, but
should become a tool to
grow exports as well.

Date :05.03.24
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New immigration law will
attract skilled workforce from
India, says German Minister

M. Soundariya Preetha
COIMBATORE

The new immigration law
of Germany that came into
effect a few days ago will be
attractive for skilled work-
force in India who want to
work in Germany, said
Martin Dulig, Saxon State
Minister for Economic Af-
fairs, Labour and
Transport.

According to him, the
shortage of skilled work-
force in Germany is esti-
mated to be four million,
including four lakhs in Sax-
ony alone. The new law al-
lows immigrants to bring
their families. In Saxony,
there are kindergartens for
children of skilled women

workers and hence the re-
gion has a high number of
women workers.

There are several pre-re-
quisites for the immigrants
to integrate with German
systems. This includes ex-
pediting visas and recog-
nising skill certificates
from India. “In tandem
with the new law, we have
the changes made to ease
conditions to get German
citizenship,” he added.

Mr. Dulig, who is lead-
ing a 35-member delega-
tion to Coimbatore and
Chennai for about a week,
said German industries are
looking at ways to streng-
then relationships with in-
dustries in Tamil Nadu.
Saxony and Tamil Nadu

have an industrial set up
that is strong in SMEs, me-
chanical engineering, and
automobile sector and can
complement each other.
India has a young popula-
tion and German indus-
tries are looking for skilled
workers, he said about the
scope for partnerships.

Saxony is looking for
long-term, stable relation-
ship with industries and
businesses here and the
delegation is looking at
deepening the contacts
between India and Saxony
on a political, economic,
and scientific level, he
added.

Michaela Kuchler, Con-
sul General of Germany in
Chennai, was also present.
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Global display of
India’s capacity
at Coimbatore

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAL

The 11th edition of
International  Engineering
Sourcing Show (IESS), the
only global display of India’s
capability in Hard Core Metal
and Metal Based Engineering,
began on Monday at
Coimbatore with the theme
‘#SmartSustainableEngineeri
ng’ reflecting the current con-
vergence of two critical
trends in the manufacturing
industry - Smart
Manufacturing and
Sustainable Manufacturing.

Organised by EEPC, the
show is on at Codissia Trade
Fair Complex drawing partici-
pants from all over the globe
as IESS has evolved as the
exposition of indigenous engi-
neering skills to the world.

The show aims to reduce
dependence on traditional
markets, developing internal
markets within India, forging
partnerships and joint ven-
tures, strengthening commer-
cial relations and accelerating
trade between India and its
trading partners and provid-
ing a platform for foreign
organisations to showcase
their strength and capabilities
in a large developing market.

A white paper on ‘A
Sustainable Future with
Smart Engineering” was
released by EEPC India,
which is supporting the
Government of India’s drive
of Net Zero Emissions.

The visitors and partici-
pants comprise a diverse
crowd including manufactur-
ers, exporters, importers, buy-
ers, technology providers, and
govi. representatives.
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Global display of India's capacity at Coimbatore

EEPGINDIA | &

ENGINEERING THE FUTURE

NT Bureau
Chennai, Mar 05:

The 11" edition of International Engineering Sourcing
Show (IESS), the only global display of India's capability in
Hard Core Metal and Metal Based Engineering began at
Coimbatore with the theme #SmartSustainableEngineering
reflecting the current convergence of two critical trends in
the manufacturing industry of Smart Manufacturing and
Sustainable Manufacturing.

Organised by EEPC, the show is on at Codissia Trade Fair
Complex drawing participants from all over the globe as
IESS has evolved as the exposition of indigenous
engineering skills to the world.

The show aims to reducing dependence on traditional
markets, developing internal markets within India, forging
partnerships and joint ventures, strengthening commercial
relations and accelerating trade between India and its trading
partners and providing platform for foreign organisations to

showcase their strength and capabilities in a large
developing market.

A white paper on “A Sustainable Future with Smart
Engineering” was also released by EEPC India, which is
supporting the Government of India drive of Net Zero
Emissions.

The visitors and participants comprise a diverse crowd
including  manufacturers, exporters, importers, buyers,
technology providers, and government representatives from
the engineering world.

This event will take place till March 6. Mr Arun Kumar
Garodia, Chairman, EEPC India inaugurated the show in the
presence of Mr Vipul Bansal, IAS, Joint Secretary,
Department of Commerce, Government of India; Mr . R.D.
Nazeem, IAS, Principal Secretary, Government of Himachal
Pradesh; Tmt. Archana Patnaik, IAS, Secretary, Department
of MSME, Government of Tamil Nadu, Chennai; Mr .
Pankaj Chadha, Sr. Vice Chairman, EEPC India.
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EEPC sourcing show
begins in Coimbatore

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Coimbatore

THE International Engineering Sourcing
Show (IESS) XI of The Engineering Export
Promotion Council (EEPC) of India began
in the city on Monday. The event will take
place till March 6. This year;s theme is
‘SmartSustainableEngineering’ . Arun Ku-
mar Garodia, Chairman, EEPC India inau-
gurated the show in the presence of Vipul
Bansal, Joint Secretary, Department of
Commerce, Government of India, RD
Nazeem, Principal Secretary, Government
of Himachal Pradesh, Archana Patnaik,
Secretary, Department of MSME, Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu, Chennai, and Pankaj
Chadha, Senior VC, EEPC India.
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“ Munitions India’s export orders swell toX6,000 cr

M Ramesh
Chennai

Ammunitions maker Muni-
tions India Ltd says its
products are in great demand
abroad. It has export orders
worth 6,000 crore, to be sup-
plied over the next three years.

The Pune-headquartered
company, which was formed
in November 2021 when the
Ordnance Factory Board was
reorganised into seven De-
fence PSUs, produces bullets,
shells, mortars, rockets and
hand grenades from its 12
manufacturing units.

“Everybody wants bombs,”
Gnaneshwar Tyagi, Chief
General Manager, High En-
ergy Projectile Factory, MIL,
told businessline, adding that
among the leading overseas
customers are the UAE, Viet-
nam “and one European coun-
try” which he did not wish to
name.
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Munitions lndm Limited
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MIL achieved a turnover of
4,200 crorein 2022-23,which
is expected to touch ¥7,000
crore in the current financial
year and to 10,000 crore in
the next, Tyagi said.

“They (MIL) are sittingona
gold mine,” said PS Unni Raj,
Joint Director, Export Promo-
tion Cell, Department of De-
fence Production, Ministry of
Defence. Tyagi and Raj parti-
cipated in the ‘International
Engineering Sourcing Show’
organised in Coimbatore by

the Engineering Export Pro-
motion Council (EEPC).

MIL achieved a
turnover of
4,200 crore in
2022-23, which is
expected to touch
7,000 crore this
financial year

Raj said India’s exports of
defence products would cross
%20,000 crore in 2023-24 to
touch 25,000 crore in 2024-
25, and 35,000 crore in the
following year. A presentation
by Sanjeev Kumar Joshi,
Deputy DEO, Brahmos
Aerospace, showed that De-
fence exports in 2013 were
¥1,050 crore. Joshi, who was
present at the EEPC meet,
told businessline that India’s
Brahmos missiles were in de-
mand all over the world. It was
the only cruise missile that
was supersonic throughout its

flight; others have sub-sonic |

durations , when they can be
intercepted. While the Phil-
lipines has been in the news
lately as a buyer of Brahmos
missiles, countries in the
MENA region, Latin America
and South-East Asia were also
interested in buying the
missile.

India’s imports-to-exports
ratio for defence products has
fallen. Imports increased from
41,198 crore in 2013-14 to
50,061 crore in 2021-22, but
exports rose from 1,153
crore to 12,815 crore, in the
same period.

Tyagi said MIL would start
producing the 125-mm
‘mango’ tank shells, which are
capable of piercing a 600mm-
thick tank skin. The Mango
shells are produced in India

under licence from Russian |

armament major Techmash.
MIL would produce 6,000
units at its plant in Tiruchi,
Tamil Nadu, he said.



ADROIT ADROIT PUBLIC RELATIONS PVT. LTD.

Client : EEPC INDIA
Publication: TRINITY MIRROR Date :05.03.24
Edition: TAMIL NADU Page No.: 04

EEPC India annual event , International Engineering Sourcing show a platform display for India’s capability
in hard core metal and metal based engineering will be held at Coimbatore Codissia Trade Fair complex
till March 6.This year EEPC India has chosen #SmartSustainableEngineering as the theme , reflecting the
current convergence of two critical trends in the manufacturing industry of Smart Manufacturing and
Sustainable Manufacturing. While Smart manufacturing has been trending for over a decade now, Sustainable
manufacturing is a recent focus among engineering fraternity. It aims to minimize the environmental impact
of manufacturing at the product cycle, from resource extraction and production to product use and disposal.
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| (ity Host Global Engineering Sourcing
Shiow Organized by EEPC India

IESSIXI | EEPCINDIA | £
e e § .
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Coimbatore: EEPC India Annual event - Interna-
tional Engineering Sourcing Show - the only global
display of India’s capability in Hard Core Metal and
Metal Based Engineering will turn eleven four days
from now on March 4th here at Codissia Trade Fair
Complex where it will held over three days March
4-6. Aimed at reducing dependence on traditional
markets, developing internal markets within India,
forging partnerships and joint ventures, strengthen-
ing commercial relations and accelerating trade be-
tween India and its trading partners and providing
platform for foreign organisations to showcase their
strength and capabilities in a large developing mar-
ket, IESS has evolved as the exposition of indige-

| nous engineering skills to the world This year EEPC
India has chosen #SmartSustainableEngineering
as the theme , reflecting the current convergence of
two critical trends in the manufacturing industry of
Smart Manufacturing and Sustainable Manufactur-
ing. While Smart manufacturing has been trending
for over a decade now, Sustainable manufacturing
is a recent focus among engineering fraternity. It
aims to minimize the environmental impact of
manufacturing at the product cycle, from resource
extraction and production to product use and dis-
posal. Smart and sustainable manufacturing are not
mutually exclusive, but rather complementary. Aat-
manirbhar Bharat vision is based on the principle
of long term sustainable economic development of
the economy and manufacturers have to explore in-
novative ways to become more sustainable.

Or we can say, innovations needs to be adopted
responsibly proclaimed Mr Arun Kumar Garodia,
Chairman, EEPC India at the Inauguration of IESS
XI here today Also present at the Occasion were
Mr Vipul Bansal, IAS, Joint Secretary, Department
of Commerce, Government of India; Mr . R.D.
Nazeem, IAS, Principal Secretary, Government of
Himachal Pradesh; Tmt. Archana Patnaik, IAS,
Secretary, Department of MSME, Government of
Tamil Nadu, Chennai; Mr . Pankaj Chadha, Sr. Vice
Chairman, EEPC India.
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City Host Global Engineering Sourcing Show Organized by EEPC India

ENGINEERING THE FUTURE
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March 4, 2024

EEPC India Annual event — International Engineering Sourcing Show — the only global display of India’s capability in Hard Core Metal and Metal Based Engineering
will turn eleven four days from now on March 4th here at Codissia Trade Fair Complex where it will held over three days March 4-6.Aimed at reducing dependence
on traditional markets, developing internal markets within India, forging partnerships and joint ventures, strengthening commercial relations and accelerating trade
between India and its trading partners and providing platform for foreign organisations to showcase their strength and capabi lities.

This year EEPC India has chosen #SmartSustainableEngineering as the theme , reflecting the current convergence of two critical trends in the manufacturing industry
of Smart Manufacturing and Sustainable Manufacturing. While Smart manufacturing has been trending for over a decade now, Sustainable manufacturing is a recent
focus among engineering fraternity. It aims to minimize the environmental impact of manufacturing at the product cycle, from resource extraction and production to
product use and disposal.

Smart and sustainable manufacturing are not mutually exclusive, but rather complementary. Aatmanirbhar Bharat vision is based on the principle of long term
sustainable economic development of the economy and manufacturers have to explore innovative ways to become more sustainable. Or we can say, innovations needs
to be adopted responsibly proclaimed Mr Arun Kumar Garodia, Chairman, EEPC India at the Inauguration of IESS XI here today. Also present at the Occasion were
Mr Vipul Bansal, IAS, Joint Secretary, Department of Commerce, Government of India; Mr . R.D. Nazeem, IAS, Principal Secretary, Government of Himachal
Pradesh; Tmt. Archana Patnaik, 1AS, Secretary, Department of MSME, Government of Tamil Nadu, Chennai; Mr . Pankaj Chadha, Sr. Vice Chairman, EEPC India.

A white paper on “A Sustainable Future with Smart Engineering” was also released by EEPC India. EEPC India is supporting the Government of India drive of Net
Zero Emissions and IESS — the annual event has been chosen to launch the drive with the event theme being #SmartSustainableEngineering and by releasing the White
paper on the theme and by organising special discussions/ talks EEPC India intends to take this further and spread the awaren ess.

Power packed 13 Knowledge Sessions with speakers representing Team from Saxon State -Germany led by the State Minister; DODP (Department of Defence
Production), TIDCO, TATA Steel, Siemens, Jaguar and Land Rover (JLR), National Institute of Design (NID), ONDC, German Agri M achinery Giant-
CLAAS,Automation Association -AlA, Indian E Scooter Company — Ather, CMTI — Bangalore CSIR-CRRI; E Mobility Society — SSEM; Display of 149 Engineering
merchandise from around 300 Exhibitors, around 10,000 Hosted Trade Visitors and around 300 Overseas Buyers from over 40 natio ns participating at 700 One on
Ones — B2B Meetings make this event an Engineering extravaganza to watch and experience. The visitors and participants comprise a di verse crowd including
manufacturers,exporters, importers, buyers, technology providers, and government representatives from the engineering world.L eague of Global Sourcing Meets;
Vendor Development Meets , A Palette of Intricately designed Pavilions- Country, State, Industry and Technology; and a Deep State Level Association define the
success of -IESS

Introducing #SmartSustainableEngineering as the New Theme , IESS XI — the second IESS in Coimbatore and sixth in Tamil Nadu as the Host State , with the support
from Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and Industry; Ministry of Heavy Industries; Department of Defence Productio n, Ministry of Defence;
Government of India; Jharkhand -4th time now , West Bengal, Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir—each 3rd time; Karnataka — 2nd time and Maharashtra &
Andhra Pradesh — both for the First Time as the Focus State/UT ; Flanders as the Focus Region for the 6th time; Odisha and Telangana Joining with Local Exhibitors
led by the respective State Governments; Tata Steel as the Steel Forum Partner; L & T Sufin as the B2B E- Commerce Partner, The event -SUBCON 2024 as
Subcontracting Partner, SD Promo Media Pvt Ltd as Networking Sponsor and C.R.l Pumps as Registration Partner is expecting a full house with Country/State
Sessions, Sessions on Manufacturing Start Ups, Tech Talks, Smart Manufacturing Workshops, Exporters Troubleshooting Clinic and much more

The city of Coimbatore has emerged as the major engineering industrial hub of the country. Known as the textile capital or the Manchester of South , Coimbatore has
also built its reputation as the Pump City, contributing significantly to the production of Motors and Pumps in the country.T he region known for its traditional
entrepreneurship, innovation and Engineering skills has been driving the economic growth of the region.Tamil Nadu’s favourable industrial policy, top rank in
Engineering Exports as well as Electronics Exports, enhanced trade and investments in different locations, particularly in Coimbatore for manufacturing.

But the whole feel of the show is — Let us all make the earth clean by going green
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Unlocking Global Markets: Indian Exporters Urged to Leverage New Free Trade Agreements

India's strategic use of free trade agreements and sustainable engineering initiatives were highlighted at the International
Engineering Sourcing Show in Coimbatore, setting a new trajectory for the
nation's export sector.

At the heart of India's bustling city of Coimbatore, a significant announcement
was made by Vipul Bansal, the joint secretary of the Department of Commerce,
during the inaugural session of the International Engineering Sourcing Show,
held on Monday. Bansal emphasized the critical role of the newly signed free
trade agreements (FTAs) in bolstering India's export dynamics, urging
exporters to thoroughly study these agreements to capitalize on emerging
opportunities.

Strategic Expansion Through FTAs

In an era marked by rapid globalization, India is making strategic moves to enhance its trade footprint on the global stage. According
to Bansal, the Union government's proactive stance in signing two free trade agreements in the past year, with four more in the
pipeline, signals a robust framework for India's trading future. Exporters are encouraged to engage with the draft documents of
these agreements, shared by the export promotion councils, to understand the nuances and advantages these FTAs offer.

Empowering MSMEs and Promoting Sustainable Engineering

With Tamil Nadu's significant contribution to the automobile and auto components sector, the State's vibrant ecosystem of
entrepreneurship is poised to leap into future-ready industries, including electric vehicles. Archana Patnaik, the secretary of the
Department of MSMEs, Government of Tamil Nadu, highlighted the state's strategic initiatives, such as constituting a task force and
supporting MSMEs through the export promotion fund. The Engineering Sourcing Show, with 300 exhibitors and participants from
various countries, embodies the theme of smart sustainable engineering, further aligning with the state's vision of fostering
innovation and sustainability in the manufacturing sector.

Global Recognition and Future Endeavors

The event not only served as a platform for showcasing cutting-edge products but also recognized excellence in quality and
sustainability through the EEPC India Quality Awards and the launch of EEPC India Green Awards. Arun Kumar Garodia, chairman of
EEPC India, emphasized the event's role in bringing together diverse stakeholders, reinforcing India's commitment to smart and
sustainable engineering solutions. With a series of parallel sessions planned, the event promises to be a crucible for innovation,
collaboration, and networking, driving forward the agenda of sustainable and global engineering solutions.

As India navigates through the complexities of global trade, the emphasis on leveraging free trade agreements, coupled with the
push towards sustainable engineering, sets a new trajectory for the nation's export sector. The strategic foresight demonstrated by
the government and industry bodies in orchestrating such platforms not only puts India on the global map but also paves the way for
a future where trade and sustainability go hand in hand. It's a narrative of growth, resilience, and sustainability, charting India's path
towards becoming a global trading powerhouse.
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Engineering sourcing fair in
Coimbatore from March 4

The EEPC India will organise its annual
international engineering sourcing show in
Coimbatore from March 4 to 6. According to a
press release, the event will have 13 knowledge
sessions with speakers from TIDCO, Tata Steel
Siemens, Jaguar, Land Rover, and Saxon State-
Germany. About 300 exhibitors will display 149
engineering merchandise and nearly 300
overseas buyers from 40 countries are expected
to participate. There will be 700 business to
business meetings, said Raman Raghu, regional
chairman (Southern Region) of EEPC India. The
event will have global sourcing meetings, vendor
development programmes, and theme based
pavilions. The theme this year will be
#SmartSustainableEngineering
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Coimbatore to host EEPC’s
sourcing show from March 4

prae— X .

Mo

MONNa! Ergneeng 2 Bow
PRESS CONFERENCE

COIMBATORE: EEPC India annual 3-day
event - International Engineering
Sourcing Show - the display of India’s
capability in hard core metal and metal
based engineering will turn eleven, on
March 4 here at Codissia Trade Fair
Complex. The visitors and participants
comprise a diverse crowd including man-
ufacturers, exporters, importers, buyers
from the engineering world- briefed
convenor, EEPC India Coimbatore
Chapter, S Chandrasekar, at a pre-event
press meet here on Thursday. Aimed at
reducing dependence on traditional
markets, developing internal markets
within India, forging partnerships and
joint ventures, strengthening commer-
cial relations and accelerating trade
between India and its trading partners
and providing platform for foreign
organisations to showcase their strength
and capabilities in a large developing
market, IESS has evolved as the
exposition of indigenous engineering
skills to the world.
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(oimbatore o host EEPC's International
Engineering Sourcing Show

from March 4 to 6 at Trade

Fair Complex, CODISSIA

Coimbatore: EEPC India Annual event — In-
ternational Engineering Sourcing Show - the
only global display of India’s capability in Hard
Core Metal and Metal Based Engineering will
turn eleven, on March 4th here at Codissia Trade
Fair Complex where it will be held over three
days March 4-6. Aimed at reducing dependence
on traditional markets, developing internal mar-
kets within India, forging partnerships and joint
ventures, strengthening commercial relations and
accelerating trade between India and its trading
partners and providing platform for foreign or-
ganisations to showcase their strength and ca-
pabilities in a large developing market, IESS has
evolved as the exposition of indigenous engineer-
ing skills to the world Power packed 13 Knowledge
Sessions with speakers representing Team from
Saxon State -Germany led by the State Minister;
DODP (Department of Defence Production),
TIDCO, TATA Steel, Siemens, Jaguar and Land
Rover (JLR), National Institute of Design (NID),
ONDC, German Agri Machinery Giant-CLAAS,
Automation Association -ATA, Indian E Scoot-
er Company - Ather, CMTI - Bangalore CSIR-
CRRI; E Mobility Society - SSEM; Display of
149 Engineering merchandise from around 300
Exhibitors, around 10,000 Hosted Trade Visitors
and around 300 Overseas Buyers from over 40
nations participating at 700 One on Ones — B2B
Meetings make this event an Engineering extrav-
aganza to watch and experience - proclaimed Mr
Raman Raghu, Regional Chairman ( SR), EEPC
India. The visitors and participants comprise a
diverse crowd including manufacturers, export-
ers, importers, buyers, technology providers, and
government representatives from the engineer-
ing world- briefed Convenor, EEPC India Co-
imbatore Chapter, Dr S Chandrasekar, at a Pre
event Press Meet today in Coimbatore.

League of Global Sourcing Meets; Vendor
Development Meets , A Palette of Intricately de-
signed Pavilions- Country, State, Industry and
Technology; and a Deep State Level Association
define the success of -IESS commented Dy Con-
venor, EEPC India Coimbatore Chapter, Dr ] Mo-
hana Sundari.
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Coimbatore to host EEPC's International Engineering Sourcing Show

COIMBATORE

EEPC India’s annual event, the
International Engineering Sourc-
ing Show (IESS), is set to celebrate
its eleventh edition on March 4th
at the Codissia Trade Fair Com-
plex. The three-day event, running
from March 4-6, aims to showcase
India’s capabilities in hard-core
metal and metal-based engineer-
ing on a global scale.

|ESS has evolved as a platform
to reduce dependence on tradi-
tional markets, foster internal
markets within India, establish
partnerships and joint ventures,
strengthen commercial relations,
and accelerate trade between
India and its trading partners. It
provides a stage for foreign or-

ganizations to exhibit their
strengths and capabilities in a
large developing market

The event features 13 knowl-
edge sessions with speakers from
various organizations such as
Team from Saxon State - Germany,
Department of Defence Production

P

(DODP), TIDCO, TATA Steel, Si-
emens, Jaguar and Land Rover
(JLR), National Institute of Design
(NID), ONDC, CLAAS, AIA, Ather,
CMTI, CSIR-CRRI, SSEM, and more.
There will be a display of 149
engineering merchandise from
around 300 exhibitors, with

approximately 10,000 hosted
trade visitors and 300 overseas
buyers from over 40 nations par-
ticipating in around 700 one-on-
one B2B meetings.

The event is described as an
engineering extravaganza by Mr.
Raman Raghu, Regional Chairman
(SR), EEPC India Participants in-
clude manufacturers, exporters,
importers, buyers, technology pro-
viders, and government represen-
tatives from the engineering
world

1ESS X introduces
#SmartSustainableEngineering as
the new theme. Coimbatore, known
as the major engineering indus-
trial hub of the country, hosts the
event for the second time, sup-
ported by the Department of Com-
merce, Ministry of Commerce and

Industry: Ministry of Heavy Indus-
tries; Department of Defence Pro-
duction, Ministry of Defence; Gov-
ernment of India: and several fo-
cus states and regions. The event
expects full participation with
various sessions, workshops, and
clinics on smart manufacturing,
troubleshooting, and more.

The city of Coimbatore, also
known as the textile capital or the
Manchester of the South, hasa sig-
nificant presence in the engineer-
ing industry, contributing notably
to the production of motors and
pumps in the country. The region’s
traditional entrepreneurship, in-
novation, and engineering skills
have been driving economic
growth, making it a favorable lo-
cation for manufacturing and
trade
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EEPC's 3-day international engineering sourcing show to be held in Coimbatore from March 4th
By David Feb 29,2024
Coimbatore city will host the 11th edition of International Engineering Sourcing Show organized by the Export Promotion Council

(EEPC) of India, the premier trade and investment promotion organisation in the country, between March 4th and 6th at CODISSIA
Trade Fair Complex.

PRESS CONFERENCE

29th February, 2024 | Coimbalore

This hallmark event of EEPC is held primarily for international buyers who are looking to source engineering products that includes
industrial machinery & equipment, energy & electrical and innovation & technology from India.

“This is our premier event to showcase India’s innovation to the global audience. This exhibition will be a stepping stone for all
MSMEs to commence their exports,” said Raman Raghu, Regional Chairman - SR, EEPC India at the pre-event press conference held
in the city today.

It was conveyed that around 300 exhibitors, 300 overseas buyers from over 40 countries and over 10,000 trade buyers will
participate in this event. A series of seminars focusing on latest technologies and trends in this space will also happen during the
three day event. Out of the 300 exhibitors, 120+ companies from Coimbatore are going to participate in this exhibition. As of Feb,
2024, 521 delegates from 53 countries have registered to take part in the program that is expected to attract 8000+ visitors.

CH Nadiger, Regional Director, EEPC said “ While it is easy for established companies to participate in such exhibitions that are held
across the world, the same cannot be said for small companies as they may have to spend Rs. 5-6 lakhs to participate in such expos
and try to get export orders. With this expo, the exhibitors can meet buyers of 50 countries at once. This is the main advantage of this
event.”

The first 5 expos were held in Mumbai and the last 5 were held in Tamil Nadu. Tamil Nadu’s engineering exports were $ 14 billion
before these events were held. But post holding these events, the State’s engineering exports rose to $ 18.8 billion, and it became the
second largest exporter of engineering products in the country. “We expect about Rs. 400 crore-business from this event,” Nadigar
said.

“As of now, a maximum of 15% of global engineering requirement is provided by China whereas India’s is catering to 2% of the
global needs. The objective of these exhibitions is to increase our share from 2% to at least come near to China” Nadigar added.

Adding to that, Raman Raghu said “The global market’s trust on Indian industries over China is increasing. India is being looked as
an alternate source of supply by them since the last 4 years. Due to this thought, there are lots of opportunities and potential for
MSMEs in India now.”
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Coimbatore to host EEPC’s International Engineering Sourcing Show from March 4 to 6 at Trade Fair
Complex, CODISSIA

29TH FEBRUARY 2024

EEPC India Annual event - International Engineering Sourcing Show - the only global display of India’s capability in
Hard Core Metal and Metal Based Engineering will turn eleven, on March 4th here at Codissia Trade Fair Complex
where it will be held over three days between March 4-6.

ring Sourcing Show x|

PRESS CONFERENCE
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Aimed at reducing dependence on traditional markets, developing internal markets within India, forging partnerships
and joint ventures, strengthening commercial relations and accelerating trade between India and its trading partners
and providing platform for foreign organisations to showcase their strength and capabilities in a large developing
market, IESS has evolved as the exposition of indigenous engineering skills to the world.

Power packed 13 Knowledge Sessions with speakers representing Team from Saxon State -Germany led by the State
Minister; DODP (Department of Defence Production), TIDCO, TATA Steel, Siemens, Jaguar and Land Rover (JLR),
National Institute of Design (NID), ONDC, German Agri Machinery Giant-CLAAS, Automation Association -AIA, Indian E
Scooter Company - Ather, CMTI - Bangalore CSIR-CRRI; E Mobility Society — SSEM; Display of 149 Engineering
merchandise from around 300 Exhibitors, around 10,000 Hosted Trade Visitors and around 300 Overseas Buyers from
over 40 nations participating at 700 One on Ones - B2B Meetings make this event an Engineering extravaganza to
watch and experience said Mr Raman Raghu, Regional Chairman ( SR), EEPC India

The visitors and participants comprise a diverse crowd including manufacturers, exporters, importers, buyers,
technology providers, and government representatives from the engineering world as per the Convenor, EEPC India
Coimbatore Chapter, Dr S Chandrasekar, during the Pre event Press Meet today in Coimbatore.

League of Global Sourcing Meets; Vendor Development Meets, A Palette of Intricately designed Pavilions- Country,
State, Industry and Technology; and a Deep State Level Association define the success of -IESS commented Dy
Convenor, EEPC India Coimbatore Chapter, Dr ] Mohana Sundari.
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JLR to hold ‘global sourcing meet’
at Coimbatore engineering expo

—
M Ramesh
Chennai

The Tata group-owned Jag-
uar Land Rover will hold a
‘global sourcing meet’ at the
International  Engineering
Sourcing Show (IESS) to be
held in Coimbatore, Tamil
Nadu, between March 4 and
6. The expo organised by the
Engineering Export Promo-
tion Council (EEPC) will be
the 11™ in the series.

The event has seen regis-
tration from more than 450
overseas delegates repres-
enting 50 countries, with
the largest contingent of
177 delegates hailing from
17 African countries.

CLAAS, the German agri
machinery major, will also
hold its own ‘global sourcing
meet’ at the expo. EEPC’s
Chairman, Arun Kumar Gar-
odia, said that IESS 2024
will see over 300 exhibitors

Arun Kumar Garodia, Chairman, EEPC India and Michaela Kuchler,
Consul General of Germany, Chennai, at a press conference suor ross

displaying over 150
products, 455 international
delegates and 8,000 business
visitors.

LEADING EXHIBITORS
The Department of Defence
Production, Government of
India, Tata Steel, ONDC and
Ather are among the other
leading exhibitors at the
expo.

Jayant Nadiger, Trade

Commissioner  of  the
Flanders region of Belgium,
said at the press conference
that a delegation from the
Port of Antwerp would at-
tend the expo; a customs at-
tache will brief participants
about the paperless entry of
products into the EU.

Martin Dulig, Economics
minister from the Saxon
state of Germany, will lead
the German delegation.
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The 11th edition of Interna-
tional Engineering Sourc-
ing Show (IESS), the an-
nual event of Engineering
Export Promotion Council
(EEPC) of India, will be
held on March 4, 5, and 6
at the Codissia Trade Fair
Complex in Coimbatore.
The IESS is happening for
the second time in Coimba-
tore and sixth time in Ta-
mil Nadu.

Arun Kumar Garodia,
Chairman of EEPC India,
said: “The event will be the
largest platform for show-
casing the latest technolo-

gy
Around 300 exhibitors,
300 overseas buyers from
over 40 countries and over
10,000 trade buyers will

cusing on latest technolo-
gies and trends in this
space will also happen dur-
ing the three day event.
Flanders, joining the
show as focus region for
the fifth time, will have a

vest in India engineering,
said Jayant Nadiger, Trade
Commissioner of Flanders
Region in Belgium.
Michaela Kiichler, Ger-

‘man Consul-General in

tion from Saxony / Germa-
ny led by Saxon State
Minister for Economy, La-
bour and Transport, Mar-
tin Dulig, will be present at
the event in Coimbatore.
She also mentioned that
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International Engineering Sourcing
Show to be held in Coimbatore
participate in this event. Mr. Dulig during his visit to
CHENNAI A series of seminars fo-  Chennai on March 7 and 8
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International Engineering
Sourcing Show to be held

The 1ith edition of International Engineering
Sourcing Show (IESS), the annual event of
Engineering Export Promotion Council (EEPC) of
India, will be held on March 4, 5, and 6 at the
Codissia Trade Fair Complex in Coimbatore.
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exceed $107bn in FY24

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: India’s enginee-
ringexports in FY24 will sur-
pass last year’'s exports of
$107 billion, but it is unlikely
to touch the previous year
(FY22) export levels of $112
billion. It is on the back of
multiple geopolitical factors
including the Russia-Ukrai-
newarand therecent Red Sea
crisis.

Briefing reporters at a
press conference here on Tu-
esday, Engineering Exports
Promotion Council (EEPC)
chairman Arun Kumar Ga-
rodia said, engineering ex-
ports have already reached
$80billion between Apriland

December of the current fi-
nancial year. “The Russia-
Ukraine war has entered the
third year. But the crisis has
given challenges
and opportuniti-
estoIndia, where-
in our exports to
Russia has jum-
ped close to $1 billion during
the April-December period
anditisexpectedtoreach $1.3
billion by the end of FY24,”
he said. The exports to Rus-
sia were less than $500 mil-
lion last year:

Exports to Saudi Arabia
has zoomed by 70% between
April and December 2023 at
$3.6 billion over the corre-
spondingperiod last year. Ga-

rodia said, Saudi Arabia is
one of the countries recor-
ding tremendous growth of
engineering goods exports in
product categories such as
lightengineering goods, elec-
tricaland mechanicalmachi-
nery and auto components.

Meanwhile, EEPC, func-
tioningunder theaegisof the
Unionministry of commerce
& industry, is organising the
11th edition of the internatio-
nal engineering sourcing
show at Coimbatore for three
days from March 4. More
than 300 exhibitors and over
450 overseas buyers from
about 50 countries are expec-
ted to participate in the
event.
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TESS-12 to be held
in Coimbatore

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAL, FEB. 24

The 12th edition of the
International Engineering
Sourcing Show (IESS), to
be organised at the
Codissia Trade Fair com-
plex in Coimbatore for
three days from March 4
drawing over 8,000 hosted
trade visitors, around 300
exhibitors and 300 over-
seas buyers from over 40
nations, is expected to be a
boost to engineering
exports from Tamil Nadu,
which now ranks second
among all States in the
sector:

Announcing the conduct
of IESS, which is a show
for MSMEs, for the sixth
time in the State since
2017, EEPC India chair-
man Arun Kumar Garodia
told a press conference in
Chennai that the
Department of Defence
Production, TIDCO, TATA
Steel, Jaguar and Land
Rover (JLR) National
institute of Design,
ONDC, German agri
machinery giant CLAAS
and India e-scooter compa-
ny Ether would be among
the participants at the
engineering sourcing
show.

Over 700 one-on-one busi-
ness-to-business meetings
will be part of the event
that will provide an inter-
national milieu for manu-
factures, exporters,
importers buyers, technol-
ogy providers and govern-
ment representatives from
the engineering world.

Tamil Nadu, where all
the districts are covered
under industrial corridor
projects, is the second
highest engineering mer-
chandise exporter with a
15.8 per share in the
national engineering pie

during April to Dec. in
2023, will benefit more as
IESS is a show for the
MSMESs, who play a piv-
otal role in the overall
industrial landscape con-
tributing 30 to 40 per cent
of the engineering
exports.

Flanders, a region in
Belgium, is the focus
region for the fifth time in
IESS with a team keen on
procuring and investing in
Indian engineering, said
Jayant Nadiger, trade com-
missioner for Flanders
Region.

Germany, which became
the largest destination for
India’s engineering
exports in Europe and
fourth largest in the world
receiving US$3044.4 mn
worth of engineering
shipments from India, was
also part of the show,
Michaela Kuchler, Consul
General of Germany in
Chennai, said. A team
from Germany would be
landing at Coimbatore,
she added. i

#SmartSustainableEngine
ering as the new theme,
1ESS XI will have a palette
of intricately designed
pavilions for display of
over 150 varieties of
Indian engineering mer-
chandise and hold a
league of talks, discus-
sions, deliberations and
ideation for generation of
business through 150 sem-
inars.

IESS was born with an
inbuilt commitment and
promise to promote, assist
and handhold MSMEs to
showcase their engineer-
ing goods to the overseas
counterparts and EEPC
India has played a role in
building the Brand India
image by organizing exhi-
bitions around the world.
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Russia, Saudi Arabia pull up
sagging engineering exports

M Ramesh
Chennai

Russia and Saudi Arabia are
preventing a steep fall in ex-
ports of engineering goods
from India. Thanks, at least
partly, to these two countries,
engineering goods exports this
year are expected to exceed the
achievement of last year — al-
beit slightly — even though the
target for the currentyearisun-
likelytobe met.

In 2021-22, India exported
$112.1 billion worth of engin-
eeringgoods (products made of
any metals except precious
metals); the number fell to
$1074 billion in 2022-23 —
largely due to the slowdown
precipitated by the Russia-

e war.

In 2022-23 India’s mer-
chandise exports were worth
$447 billion. For 2023-24, the
government set an optimistic

target of $125 billionand abase
case target of $122 billion, but
this will most certainly not be
met. The achievement in April-
December 2023 was $80billion.

The Engineering Export
Promotion Council (EEPC) ex-
pects exports in the current
year to exceed last year’s
achievement but not meet the
target.

Thanks to the rupee-pay-
ment arrangement, India’s en-
gineering rts to Russia
might touch $1.3 billion, more
thandouble that of last year.

NEWROUTES

Arun Kumar Garodia, Chair-
man, EEPC, said at a press con-
ference here that he “wouldn’t
be surprised” if engineering ex-
ports to Russia touched $1.5

billionin 2023-24.
Literature  provided by
EEPC says that India and Rus-

sia are “looking to expand the
use of the Northern sea ship-

ping route,” which runs along
Russia’s northern coastline,
passes through the Arctic
Ocean, and is the shortest ship-
ping route between East Asia
and Europe.

As for Saudi Arabia, the
country is building itself up in
line with its Prime Minister,
Mohammed bin Salman’s vis-
ion to convert the country toa
modern nation. As such, it
needs a lot of engineering
goods. India’s engineering ex-
ports to the kingdom rose 70
per cent in April-December
2023 over the corresponding
period of last year, touching
$3.6billion. Garodia expectsan
uptick in exports to Saudi Ara-
bia once the free trade
ment, which is under negoti-
ationsnow,getsdone.

Garodia said that but for a
sharp slowdown in the exports
of steel and aluminium, engin-
eeringexportswould have been
muchhigher.
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International Engineering Sourcing Show
to be held in Coimbatore

International Engineering Sourcing Show XI

PRESS CONFERENCE

NT Bureau
Chennai, Feb 14 :

The 11" edition of International Engineering Sourcing
Show (IESS), the annual event of Engineering Export
Promotion Council of India, will be held on March 4, 5, and 6
atthe Codissia Trade Fair Complex in Coimbatore. The IESS
is happening for the second time in Coimbatore and sixth time
in Tamil Nadu.

Arun Kumar Garodia, Chairman of EEPC India, said “The
event will be the largest platform for showcasing the latest
technology.” Around 300 exhibitors, 300 overscas buyers
from over 40 countries and over 10,000 trade buyers will
participate in this event.

A series of seminars focusing on latest technologies and
trends in this space will also happen during the three day
event.

Flanders, joining the show as focus region for the fifth time,
will have a team for Belgium who are keen to procure and
invest in India engineering, said Jayant Nadiger, Trade
Commissioner of Flanders Region in Belgium.

Michaela Kuchler, German Consul-General in Chennai,
said that a business and academic delegation from Saxony /
Germany led by Saxon State Minister for Economy, Labour
and Transport, Martin Dulig, will be present at the event in
Coimbatore.
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IESS Xl - Gateway to Source Indian
Engineering Merchandise is ready

Chennai :
DODP (Department of
Defence  Production),

TIDCO, TATASteel, Jag-
uar and Land Rover
(JLR), National Institute
of Design (NID), ONDC,
German Agri Machinery
Giant-CLAAS, Indian E
Scooter Company -
Ather, Bureaucrats from
Ministries of Commerce
and Industry, Heavy In-
dustries, Defence; Dip-
lomats, at the thematic
Knowledge Sessions;
Around 300 Exhibitors,
300 Overseas Buyers
from over 40 Nations,
around 10,000 Hosted
Trade Visitors and over
700 One on Ones —B2B
Meetings would adorn
the International Mileu of
manufacturers, export-
ers, importers, buyers,
technology providers,
and government repre-

EEPCINDIA

Intemational Engineering Sourcing Show XI

PRESS CONFERENCE

1398 Hruary, 2024, GRT G
-

sentatives fromthe engi-
neeringworld-IESS—In-
ternational Engineering
Sourcing Show Xl which
opens it gates on the
March4th forthreedays
at Codissia Trade Fair
Complex in Coimbatore
— announced Chairman
EEPC India, MrArun Ku-
mar Garodia at the Cur-
tain Raiser Press Meet
today in Chennai.

Tmt Grace Pachuau,
IAS,Addl Commissioner
—Industries &amp; Com-
merce of Government of
Tamil Nadu also added
-Tamil Nadu is over-

whelmed to get the op-
portunitytoHostIESSfor
the Sixth Time since
2017.IESS is a show for
the MSMEs, who play a
pivotal role in the overall
national industrial land-
scape contributing 35-
40 % of the Engineering
Exports. The second
largest contributor to
GDP, hometothelargest
number offactoriesinIn-
dia and the only state to
have all its districts cov-
ered under industrial
corridor projects, Tamil
Nadu has been also the
second highest Engi-

neering merchandise ex
porterwitha 15.8 % share
inthe National Egineering
Export pie during April
2023-December 2023.

Flanderswhoisjoining
the show as the Focus
Region for the 5 th time
would have a team from
Belgium keento procure
andinvestinIndianengi-
neering, explained Mr
Jayant Nadiger, Trade
Commissioner of Flan-
ders Region of Belgium

During April 2023- De-
cember 2023, Germany
became the largest des-
tination for India’s engi-
neering exports in Eu-
rope and 4 th Largestin
theworldreceiving USD
3044.4 million worth of
Engineering shipments
from India proclaimed
Ms Michaela Kuchler,
Consul General of Ger-
many in Chennai.

14.02.24
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IESS XI - Gateway to Source Indian Engineering Merchandise is ready!

By Admin - February 13, 2024

DODP (Department of Defence Production), TIDCO, TATA Steel, Jaguar and Land Rover (JLR), National Institute of Design (NID), ONDC,
German Agri Machinery Giant-CLAAS, Indian E Scooter Company - Ather, Bureaucrats from Ministries of Commerce and Industry, Heavy
Industries, Defence; Diplomats, at the thematic Knowledge Sessions; Around 300 Exhibitors, 300 Overseas Buyers from over 40 Nations, around
10,000 Hosted Trade Visitors and over 700 One on Ones - B2B Meetings would adorn the International Mileu of manufacturers, exporters,
importers, buyers, technology providers, and government representatives from the engineering world- IESS - International Engineering Sourcing
Show XI which opens it gates on the March 4th for three days at Codissia Trade Fair Complex in Coimbatore - announced Chairman EEPC India, Mr
Arun Kumar Garodia at the Curtain Raiser Press Meet today in Chennai.

Tmt Grace Pachuau, IAS, Addl Commissioner - Industries & Commerce of Government of Tamil Nadu also added -Tamil Nadu is
overwhelmed to get the opportunity to Host IESS for the Sixth Time since 2017. IESS is a show for the MSMEs, who play a pivotal role in the
overall national industrial landscape contributing 35-40 % of the Engineering Exports. The second largest contributor to GDP, home to the largest
number of factories in India and the only state to have all its districts covered under industrial corridor projects, Tamil Nadu has been also the
second highest Engineering merchandise exporter with a 15.8 % share in the National E
gineering Export pie during April 2023-December 2023.

International Engineering Sourcing Show XI

PRESS CONFERENCE Flanders who is joining the show as the Focus Region for the 5th time would have a

137 ary 2024, GREGSS - team from Belgium keen to procure and invest in Indian engineering, explained Mr

Jayant Nadiger, Trade Commissioner of Flanders Region of Belgium. During April
2023- December 2023, Germany became the largest destination for India’s engineering
exports in Europe and 4th Largest in the world receiving USD 3044.4 million worth of
Engineering shipments from India proclaimed Ms Michaela Kuchler, Consul General
of Germany in Chennai.

IESS was born with an inbuilt commitment and promise to promote, assist and handhold MSMEs to showcase their engineering goods to their
overseas counterparts. By creating a market platform- IESS, EEPC India offers an opportunity for exporters of engineering product to build business
contacts with leading importers, buyers, dealers,distributors and wholesalers of engineering product from America, Europe, Africa, Latin America,
ASEAN,Australia, New Zealand and CIS Countries

Mr. C H Nadiger, Regional Director, EEPCINDIA Mr. Jayant Nadiger, Trade Commissioner, Flanders Mr. Arun Garodia, National Chairman EEPC INDIA
H E Ms. Michaela Kuchler, Consul General of Germany Dr S Chandrasekhar, Chapter Convenor, EEPC India Coimbatore. More than 24,165 Business
Queries valued at 15.58 million, 12 MOUs including 9 Bilateral ones, around 54,543 business contacts and presence of over 3000 Indian Exhibitors,
3000 Delegates 86000 Trade Visitors, a galaxy of 750 speakers, a marathon of 35 Global Sourcing Meets from 14 Nations, A series of 20 Vendor
Development Meets held by 26 Indian Bodies, A Palette of Intricately designed Pavilions- Country, State, Industry and Technology; A league of Talks,
Discussions, Deliberations, Ideation and Generation of Business over 150 Seminars; a Display of over 150 Varieties of Indian Engineering
Merchandise and a Deep State Level Association define the success of the Biggest Engineering Extravaganza on Indian Soil -IESS

Introducing #SmartSustainableEngineering as the New Theme , IESS XI - the second IESS in Coimbatore and sixth in Tamil Nadu, with the
support from Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and Industry; Ministry of Heavy Industries; Department of Defence
Production, Ministry of Defence; Government of India; West Bengal, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh as the Focus States;
Flanders as the Focus Region, Tata Steel as the Steel Forum Partner, L & T Sufin as the B2B E- Commerce Partner is expecting a full house with
over 300 Indian Exhibitors, 149 plus products,around 300 Delegates from over 40 nations, Country/State Sessions, Sessions on Manufacturing Start
Ups, Tech Talks, Smart Manufacturing Workshops, Global Sourcing Meets, Exporters Troubleshooting Clinic and much more.

The city of Coimbatore has emerged as the major engineering industrial hub of the country. Known as the textile capital or the Manchester of South
, Coimbatore has also built its reputation as the Pump City, contributing significantly to the production of Motors and Pumps in the country.The
region known for its traditional entrepreneurship, innovation and Engineering skills has been driving the economic growth of the region.Tamil
Nadu'’s favourable industrial policy, top rank in Engineering Exports as well as Electronics Exports, enhanced trade and investments in different
locations, particularly in Coimbatore for manufacturing.
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DODP (Department of Defence Production), TIDCO, TATA Steel, Jaguar and Land Rover (JLR), National Institute of Design (NID), ONDC,
German Agri Machinery Giant-CLAAS, Indian E Scooter Company - Ather, Bureaucrats from Ministries of Commerce and Industry, Heavy
Industries, Defence; Diplomats, at the thematic Knowledge Sessions; Around 300 Exhibitors, 300 Overseas Buyers from over 40 Nations, around
10,000 Hosted Trade Visitors and over 700 One on Ones - B2B Meetings would adorn the International Mileu of manufacturers, exporters,
importers, buyers, technology providers, and government representatives from the engineering world- IESS - International Engineering Sourcing
Show XI which opens it gates on the March 4th for three days at Codissia Trade Fair Complex in Coimbatore - announced Chairman EEPC India, Mr
Arun Kumar Garodia at the Curtain Raiser Press Meet today in Chennai.

Tmt Grace Pachuau, IAS, Addl Commissioner - Industries & Commerce of Government of Tamil Nadu also added -Tamil Nadu is
overwhelmed to get the opportunity to Host IESS for the Sixth Time since 2017. IESS is a show for the MSMEs, who play a pivotal role in the
overall national industrial landscape contributing 35-40 % of the Engineering Exports. The second largest contributor to GDP, home to the largest
number of factories in India and the only state to have all its districts covered under industrial corridor projects, Tamil Nadu has been also the
second highest Engineering merchandise exporter with a 15.8 % share in the National E
gineering Export pie during April 2023-December 2023.

Interational Engineering Sourcing Show XI

PRESS CONFERENCE Flanders who is joining the show as the Focus Region for the 5th time would have a
191 ruary 2024, CEUSE - team from Belgium keen to procure and invest in Indian engineering, explained Mr

or &

Jayant Nadiger, Trade Commissioner of Flanders Region of Belgium. During April
2023- December 2023, Germany became the largest destination for India’s engineering
exports in Europe and 4th Largest in the world receiving USD 3044.4 million worth of
Engineering shipments from India proclaimed Ms Michaela Kuchler, Consul General
of Germany in Chennai.

IESS was born with an inbuilt commitment and promise to promote, assist and handhold MSMEs to showcase their engineering goods to their
overseas counterparts. By creating a market platform- IESS, EEPC India offers an opportunity for exporters of engineering product to build business
contacts with leading importers, buyers, dealers,distributors and wholesalers of engineering product from America, Europe, Africa, Latin America,
ASEAN,Australia, New Zealand and CIS Countries

Mr. C H Nadiger, Regional Director, EEPCINDIA Mr. Jayant Nadiger, Trade Commissioner, Flanders Mr. Arun Garodia, National Chairman EEPC INDIA
H E Ms. Michaela Kuchler, Consul General of Germany Dr S Chandrasekhar, Chapter Convenor, EEPC India Coimbatore. More than 24,165 Business
Queries valued at 15.58 million, 12 MOUs including 9 Bilateral ones, around 54,543 business contacts and presence of over 3000 Indian Exhibitors,
3000 Delegates 86000 Trade Visitors, a galaxy of 750 speakers, a marathon of 35 Global Sourcing Meets from 14 Nations, A series of 20 Vendor
Development Meets held by 26 Indian Bodies, A Palette of Intricately designed Pavilions- Country, State, Industry and Technology; A league of Talks,
Discussions, Deliberations, Ideation and Generation of Business over 150 Seminars; a Display of over 150 Varieties of Indian Engineering
Merchandise and a Deep State Level Association define the success of the Biggest Engineering Extravaganza on Indian Soil -IESS

Introducing #SmartSustainableEngineering as the New Theme , IESS XI - the second IESS in Coimbatore and sixth in Tamil Nadu, with the
support from Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and Industry; Ministry of Heavy Industries; Department of Defence
Production, Ministry of Defence; Government of India; West Bengal, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh as the Focus States;
Flanders as the Focus Region, Tata Steel as the Steel Forum Partner, L & T Sufin as the B2B E- Commerce Partner is expecting a full house with
over 300 Indian Exhibitors, 149 plus products,around 300 Delegates from over 40 nations, Country/State Sessions, Sessions on Manufacturing Start
Ups, Tech Talks, Smart Manufacturing Workshops, Global Sourcing Meets, Exporters Troubleshooting Clinic and much more.

The city of Coimbatore has emerged as the major engineering industrial hub of the country. Known as the textile capital or the Manchester of South
, Coimbatore has also built its reputation as the Pump City, contributing significantly to the production of Motors and Pumps in the country.The
region known for its traditional entrepreneurship, innovation and Engineering skills has been driving the economic growth of the region.Tamil
Nadu'’s favourable industrial policy, top rank in Engineering Exports as well as Electronics Exports, enhanced trade and investments in different
locations, particularly in Coimbatore for manufacturing.
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DODP (Department of Defence Production), TIDCO, TATA Steel, Jaguar and Land Rover (JLR), National Institute of Design (NID), ONDC,
German Agri Machinery Giant-CLAAS, Indian E Scooter Company - Ather, Bureaucrats from Ministries of Commerce and Industry, Heavy
Industries, Defence; Diplomats, at the thematic Knowledge Sessions; Around 300 Exhibitors, 300 Overseas Buyers from over 40 Nations, around
10,000 Hosted Trade Visitors and over 700 One on Ones - B2B Meetings would adorn the International Mileu of manufacturers, exporters,
importers, buyers, technology providers, and government representatives from the engineering world- IESS - International Engineering Sourcing
Show XI which opens it gates on the March 4th for three days at Codissia Trade Fair Complex in Coimbatore - announced Chairman EEPC India, Mr
Arun Kumar Garodia at the Curtain Raiser Press Meet today in Chennai.

Tmt Grace Pachuau, IAS, Addl Commissioner - Industries & Commerce of Government of Tamil Nadu also added -Tamil Nadu is
overwhelmed to get the opportunity to Host IESS for the Sixth Time since 2017. IESS is a show for the MSMEs, who play a pivotal role in the
overall national industrial landscape contributing 35-40 % of the Engineering Exports. The second largest contributor to GDP, home to the largest
number of factories in India and the only state to have all its districts covered under industrial corridor projects, Tamil Nadu has been also the
second highest Engineering merchandise exporter with a 15.8 % share in the National E
gineering Export pie during April 2023-December 2023.

International Engineering Sourcing Show XI

PRESS CONFERENCE Flanders who is joining the show as the Focus Region for the 5th time would have a

137 ary 2024, GREGSS - team from Belgium keen to procure and invest in Indian engineering, explained Mr

Jayant Nadiger, Trade Commissioner of Flanders Region of Belgium. During April
2023- December 2023, Germany became the largest destination for India’s engineering
exports in Europe and 4th Largest in the world receiving USD 3044.4 million worth of
Engineering shipments from India proclaimed Ms Michaela Kuchler, Consul General
of Germany in Chennai.

IESS was born with an inbuilt commitment and promise to promote, assist and handhold MSMEs to showcase their engineering goods to their
overseas counterparts. By creating a market platform- IESS, EEPC India offers an opportunity for exporters of engineering product to build business
contacts with leading importers, buyers, dealers,distributors and wholesalers of engineering product from America, Europe, Africa, Latin America,
ASEAN,Australia, New Zealand and CIS Countries

Mr. C H Nadiger, Regional Director, EEPCINDIA Mr. Jayant Nadiger, Trade Commissioner, Flanders Mr. Arun Garodia, National Chairman EEPC INDIA
H E Ms. Michaela Kuchler, Consul General of Germany Dr S Chandrasekhar, Chapter Convenor, EEPC India Coimbatore. More than 24,165 Business
Queries valued at 15.58 million, 12 MOUs including 9 Bilateral ones, around 54,543 business contacts and presence of over 3000 Indian Exhibitors,
3000 Delegates 86000 Trade Visitors, a galaxy of 750 speakers, a marathon of 35 Global Sourcing Meets from 14 Nations, A series of 20 Vendor
Development Meets held by 26 Indian Bodies, A Palette of Intricately designed Pavilions- Country, State, Industry and Technology; A league of Talks,
Discussions, Deliberations, Ideation and Generation of Business over 150 Seminars; a Display of over 150 Varieties of Indian Engineering
Merchandise and a Deep State Level Association define the success of the Biggest Engineering Extravaganza on Indian Soil -IESS

Introducing #SmartSustainableEngineering as the New Theme , IESS XI - the second IESS in Coimbatore and sixth in Tamil Nadu, with the
support from Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and Industry; Ministry of Heavy Industries; Department of Defence
Production, Ministry of Defence; Government of India; West Bengal, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh as the Focus States;
Flanders as the Focus Region, Tata Steel as the Steel Forum Partner, L & T Sufin as the B2B E- Commerce Partner is expecting a full house with
over 300 Indian Exhibitors, 149 plus products,around 300 Delegates from over 40 nations, Country/State Sessions, Sessions on Manufacturing Start
Ups, Tech Talks, Smart Manufacturing Workshops, Global Sourcing Meets, Exporters Troubleshooting Clinic and much more.

The city of Coimbatore has emerged as the major engineering industrial hub of the country. Known as the textile capital or the Manchester of South
, Coimbatore has also built its reputation as the Pump City, contributing significantly to the production of Motors and Pumps in the country.The
region known for its traditional entrepreneurship, innovation and Engineering skills has been driving the economic growth of the region.Tamil
Nadu'’s favourable industrial policy, top rank in Engineering Exports as well as Electronics Exports, enhanced trade and investments in different
locations, particularly in Coimbatore for manufacturing.
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X payment effect: Engg exports to Russia rise 140% to $1 billion

L lhmnh
Chennai

Exports of engineering
goods from India to Russia is
soaring, thanks to the rupee
payment arrangement.

In the April-November
period of the current year,
India’s engineering goods
exports to Russia rose 138
per cent to touch $902.25
million, compared with
$378.89 million in the cor-
responding period of last
year, according to data made
available to businessline by
the Engineering Export Pro-
motion Council of India
(EEPC).

Engineering goods ex-
ports are growing much
faster than overall exports
to India, which, per the Min-
istry of Commerce numbers,
have risen 50 per cent to
$2.35 billion April-October
2023, compared with $1.57
billion in the corresponding
period of last year.

“Month after month we
are seeing increase in ex-
ports by 100-150 per cent,
compared with the same
month last year,” Arun Ku-

mar Garodia, Chairman,
EEPC, told businessline
toda;

1y.
EEPC is seeking the help
of RBI to “streamline” rupee
payment procedures, Garo-

-
P4

Arun Kumar Garodia,
Chairman, EEPC

dia said, adding that once
things are streamlined “the
skyis the limit”,

Asked what exactly he

EEPC is secking
the help of RBI
to “streamline”
rupee payment
procedures, says
AK Garodia

wanted, Garodia said that
more banks should start
processing export docu-
ments.

RUPEE PAYMENT

India’s imports from Russia
increased 62 per cent in
April-October, to $35.92 bil-
lion, compared with $22.13
billion in the same period

last year, due to India buying
oil from Russia.

While it is not clear as to
how much of India’s exports
are settled in rupees, the fact
is that the rupee payment
system has helped.

“It is pouring orders,”
says V Krishnaram, CEO and
Joint Managing Director of
Emerald Resilient Tyres, a
%200-crore Chennai-based
MSME which exports indus-
trial tyres to 60 countries,
including Russia. Emerald,
whose tyres go onto the
wheels of airport vehicles,
forklift vehicles, etc, has 38
per cent of the Russian mar-
ket, up from 23 per cent two
years ago. Krishnaram gives

credit to the Russian SBER
Bank, which has opened a
branch in India, for expan-
sion his company’s exports
toRussia.

FTAs WITH UAE, AUS
In 2022-23, India’s exports
of engineering goods were
worth $107 billion, lower
than the record $112 billion
registered in 2021-22.
Garodia said that exports
in the current year would
surpass last year’s $107 bil-
lion. Up till November, en-
gineering goods  exports
were $70 billion, about 2 per
cent lesser than in the same
period last year, but Garodia
was confident of making it

up in the rest of the year. He
said that the Free Trade
Agreements  that  India
signed with the UAE and
Australia have been helpful.
Engineering exports to UAE
increased 8.7 per cent to
$3.43  billion in April-
November against $3.15 bil-
lion in the same period last
year. Exports to Australia
grew 3 per cent to $944 mil-
lion.

Observing that exports of
engineering goods do well
with the countries that India
has FTA with, Garodia said
he was looking forward to
the FTAs with the UK and
the EU (Canada is on the
backburner).
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EPC worried over slowing

englneermg exports from India

imesgroup.com

Chennai: Engineering Ex-
ports Promotion Council
(EEPC) is worried over slo-
wing engineering exports
from the country. The coun-
cil, which had brought out a
vision document targeting
$1.5 trillion in engineering
exports for India by 2047, fe-
els even the $300 billion tar-
get by 2030 looks a distant
dream at the current rate of
exports.

EEPC vision document
had set an aggressive target
of $15 trillion of enginee-
ring exports by 2047. The or-
ganization is aiming at $300
billion by 2030 and thereafter
achieve a 8-10% growth to to-
uch $1.5 trillion by 2047.

“This looks aggressive
since we are talking about a
growth that was never achie-
ved and unprecedented. Co-
vid times were different,
where India did extremely
well. For April - November,
2023, we registered around
$69.5 billion of engineering
exports. There has been a de-
finite slowdown and we are
not able to even go to our le-
vels of 2022-23 and we have to

BLEAK OUTLOOK: Rakesh
Shah, chairman of Trade
Promotions, EEPC

see how we progress with
this,” Rakesh Shah, chair-
man, Trade Promotions,
EEPC told TOI.

For the year 2022-23, the
country’s engineering ex-
portsstoodat $107 billionand
the proportionate exports
till November should have
been $82 billion, a shortfall
of about $12.5 billion.

“For the year 2021-22, In-
dian engineering exports
stood at $112 billion, which
was one of the best we did.
Thanks to Covid, we became
an alternative to China and
that gave us a big boost,”
Shah said.

“The latest challenge for

Indian exports is the Red Sea
issue that has come up. This
has not only increased the
transit time but also our
costs which have gone up by
two times. The transit time
was much shorter a few we-
eks back and this a big chal-
lenge now on the logistics
front,” he added. As for indi-
vidual markets, Russia has
come up very well and our
exports have grown up by
about 140%, thanks to the ru-
pee trade. But logistics is a
big problem to Russia due to
the Ukraine war.

According to him, India
needs to really go to markets
like Africa, where it doesn’t
have amajor share at the mo-
ment, and Oceana because
Indian technology today is
most suited to the develo-
ping world. These are the
non-traditional markets that
need India’s focus.

Almost 90% of Indian in-
dustry is low to medium
technology oriented. The in-
dustry needs to focus on va-
lue added items, which it has
not able to do much. There is
aslowdown inthe USand Eu-
rope, and hence there is a de-
mand-side slowdown too.
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ndia’s exports to Russia in the

April-December period of 2023

was $ 3.1 billion. This may not

look like a big number, but the

perspective changes when you
see that the exports were up 41 per cent
over the corresponding period of the
previous year. The jumpis attributed to
the new mechanism of trade settlement
inrupees.

Going by this experience, it is
tempting to think that India’s efforts
towards internationalizing the rupee
will prove to be substantially beneficial.

Eversince the Reserve Bank of India
brought out the circularon
‘International Trade Settlement in
Indian Rupees’ on July 11,2022, the
arrangement has got off toa good start
—asillustrated by the experience with
Russia.

Things have moved on quite fast since
then. Look at the developments:

Since the circular, India is said to have
settled $2.5 billion worth of trade, in
rupees.

Before July 2022, India’s trade in
rupee was limited to Nepal and Bhutan
only. In December 2022, India
reportedly saw its first settlement of
foreign trade in rupee with Russia.

InMarch 2023, the RBI put in place
the mechanism for rupee trade
settlement with as many as 18 countries.

Banks from these 18 countries —
Botswana, Fiji, Germany, Guyana, Isracl,
Kenya, Malaysia, Mauritius, Myanmar,
New Zealand, Oman, Russia, Seychelles,
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Uganda,
and the United Kingdom have been
allowed to open Special Vostro Rupee
Accounts (a foreign bank’s account inan
Indian bank) for settling payments in
Indian Rupees.

VOSTRO ACCOUNTS

As manyas 106 Special Rupee Vostro
Accounts (SRVA) have so far been
opened by banks from 22 countries in
Indian banks.

As part of its Foreign Trade Policy
2023, the government announced the
extension of Foreign Trade Policy
benefits for rupee realizations through
special Vostroaccounts set upas per RBI
circularissued on July11,2022. This
meant that exporters and importers
would receive all the benefits provided
by the government under foreign trade
policy for using rupees in international
trade settlement.

In April 2023, India and Malaysia
agreed to settle trade in Indian rupees.
Sri Lanka has since included Indian
rupee in its list of designated foreign

Global pee trade off

GETTY IMAGES

toagood start

CHALLENGES AHEAD. RBI has put in place a mechanism of rupee trade
settlement with 18 nations. But trade imbalances may play spoilsport

currencies. A new ismw

of the Indian Rupee

was
launched in July 2023 with Bangladesh
tosettle trade in Indian rupees. The
Engineering Export Promotion Council
describes this as “very big positive
move”, as Bangladeshis one of the
topmost destinations for Indian
shipments.

In July 2023, during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to the UAE both
countries signed a Memorandum of
Understanding to establish a Local
Currency Settlement System. The
system is meant to cover all current
account transactions and permit capital
account transactions.

Ttwill also allow importers to pay in
their local currency and lead to

India’s recent deal with
the UAE will allow Indian
importers of oil to pay

in rupees and lead to

the development of the
Indian Rupee-United Arab
Emirati Dirham market

(INR)-United Arab Emirati Dirham
(AED) market. In December 2023, India
made its first-ever payment in rupees for
crude oil purchased from UAE,
signalling what could be a strategic push
to promote the local currency globally.

‘Talks have also started with another
important trading partner Saudi Arabia
for shifting trade to local currencies.

Indiaand Myanmarare in talks to
settle bilateral trade in local currencies
and considerable progress has been
made from both sides. Egypt has shown
keen interest in rupee settlement; an
agreement is in the offing.

TO DO BETTER

So, things have moved on satisfactorily.
Experts have pegged the near-term
potential of rupee denominated trade at
$8-10 billion, but raising the trajectory
higher is fraught with challenges.

First, the rupee s not fully
convertible, so countries may hesitate to
hold rupee balances. India’s trade
imbalance with major partners may also
dampen the zest for rupee-denominated
trade — Indiashould strive fora more

balanced trade relationship.

Further, there will be some domestic
challenges. The more globalized the
rupee is, the more it would become
vulnerable to external shocks in terms of
commodity price fluctuations or global
interest rates. In such a scenario, it
would be difficult for the RBI to ensure
exchange rate stability.

The general feelingamong exporters
is that international trade settlements in
Indian rupees will happen surelyand
steadily, but perhaps slowly.
Geo-political crises and sanctions have
brought the scope for India to raise the
importance of its currency in global
trade.

While India’s remarkable comeback
from the pandemic raised the
confidence ofits partner countries on
the capabilityand intention of the
incumbent government to take India to
the next stage of economic
development, the need fora suitable
substitution of US dollar by the leading
non-US investors also points towards
rupee asasuitable alternative —as
reflected by more and more countries
joining India for rupee trade.
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Globalising the rupee

Russia-India rupee trade throws up usefil lessons

he Russia-Ukraine war and unbridled note
T printing by the US Federal Reserve have

accelerated the move to diversify
international trade settlements away from the US
dollartowards bilateral trade inlocal currencies.
India is not an exception to this. But the major
impediment to settling India’s global trade in rupees
hasbeen the trade deficits it runs with most
countries.

Trading partners were thus far reluctant
% to hold large quantities of rupees which had
V limited avenues for deployment. But as

recently reported by this newspaper, Russia
— which had been accepting the rupee for
its trade with India over the last two years
— has managed to use most of the rupee
balance estimated at about $8 billion, lying
inspecial rupee vostro accounts with
Indian banks. Notonlydoes thishelp
diversify away from the dollar, it boosts the
rupee’s position internationally too. Russia
has reportedly used the rupees held by it to
payfor imports from India, invest in
infrastructure projects, in equity markets
and for purchase of government securities.
Both governments seem tohave worked
together to identify projects, such as the
jointventure to make and maintain 120
trains for Indian Railways or the
prospective deal to build 24 cargo ships in
Goashipyard for operating in the Caspian
Sea. India and Indonesia may soon have
real-time settlement and tradinginlocal
currencies. Besides settlement in local
currencies, India isalso trying to develop an
alternative channel for sending messages
regarding these bilateral transactions, ina
bid to reduce dependence onthe SWIFT
messaging system.

It is justas well that the Reserve Bank of
Indiaprovided anadditional facility in July
2022to settle all international
trade-related transactions in Indian rupees.
While the facility to settle trade through
other hard currencies existed earlier, this
dispensation has paved the way for the

+ rupee to increase its presence in

international trade. There is no doubt that
the dollar still rules firm over international
forex transactions with 90 per cent share
(less soinreserves), but the rupee has been
slowly increasing its share, nowat two per
cent. With RBI givingapproval to banks
from 18 countries to open such special
rupee vostro accounts, including Germany,
Mauritius, Singapore, Sri Lankaand United
Kingdom, such trades could increase going
forward.

That said, itshould be pointed out that
the journey to diversify away from the
dollar is ata nascent stage. Inking bilateral
pacts, or executing them the way India and
Russia have done may be easier when the
importing or exporting entities are
controlled by the government. Private
enterprises could be reluctant to accept
rupees. It should be the endeavour of the
government to createavenues where the
rupees inthe vostroaccounts can be
gainfullydeployed. That can help bring
private enterprises on board.



